
 

 

Tavistock Infant School Policy for Geography 
 

 

Aims 

Through our teaching of Geography, we want children to: 

   develop their knowledge of places and environments throughout the world. 

   develop an understanding of maps and plans. 
   develop a range of problem-solving and investigative skills both inside and outside the classroom. 

   understand issues surrounding other people and the environment and start to develop a sense of 

responsibility towards its protection. 

   encounter a variety of societies and cultures and show an appreciation of their differences. 
 

 

How we teach Geography 

The teaching and learning of Geography is integrated into topic work throughout the year, with one topic 

having a strong geographical emphasis. Our teaching of Geography will provide opportunities to promote 

children’s ‘thinking skills’, through undertaking geographical investigations, using and producing simple maps 

and plans, interpreting and explaining ideas and results and evaluating and reflecting on their own work. 
 

 

Knowledge, skills and understanding 

Our teaching will ensure that geographical enquiry and skills are used when developing knowledge and 

understanding of places, patterns and processes and environmental change and sustainable 

development. 
 

 

Geographical enquiry and skills 

In undertaking enquiry, pupils will be taught to ask geographical questions, observe, record, express their 

own views about people, places and environments and communicate in different ways. 

In developing geographical skills, pupils will be taught to use geographical vocabulary, fieldwork skills, 

globes, maps and plans and secondary sources of information. 

Knowledge and understanding of places 

Pupils will be taught to identify and describe what places are like and where they are, recognise how places 

have become the way they are and how they are changing, recognise how places compare with other places 

and how they are linked. 

Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes 

Pupils will be taught to make observations about where things are located and about other features in the 

environment and to recognise changes in physical and human features. 

Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development 

Pupils will be taught to recognise changes in their environment and recognise how the environment may be 

improved and sustained. 

Breadth of Study 

During their time in Key Stage One, children will be taught the geographical knowledge, skills and 

understanding through studying the locality of the school and a contrasting locality. In order to study at a 

local scale, this will involve carrying out fieldwork investigations outside the classroom. 
 


