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5th January 2017 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope that everyone had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year even though it feels like a dim and 

distant memory. The children skipped happily into school yesterday and the grown-ups skipped 

happily out of school after drop off! Half term will be here before we know it. 

 

Here is the usual list of reminders for the start of term but most of the information can also be 

found on our website: www.tavistockinfants.co.uk .  We have a fantastic website and we encourage 

the children to post messages and keep bringing in their certificates for achievements outside 

school, so we can all share in the good news. 

 

SUITABLE CLOTHING 

Whilst I am hoping that we won’t have snow and sub-zero temperatures, please make sure that you 

send your child to school with named winter coats, hats and gloves and wearing appropriate clothing 

for the cold weather. Fingers crossed we will soon be in shorts and summer dresses, but not just 

yet! 

HEAD LICE 

It is important to keep checking your child’s hair and to let the school know if you do have little 

itchy visitors. It is vital that the whole family’s hair is checked when you have head lice. It can be a 

real bonding time to all sit with lotion on your heads at the same time! 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 

Please let us know if your child is sick by phoning the office before school if possible. As an extra 

security measure we will be phoning parents whose children do not arrive if we have not heard from 

you to check no one has got lost between home and school. Clearly infant children should not make 

their own way to school but we do need to check the children are safe.   

Schools are no longer allowed to grant 10 days authorised absence from school for holidays so 

please bear this in mind.  

PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS 

It is so important that as a school we communicate with you as effectively as possible and equally 

you with us. There are many ways that we try to make sure this takes place. 

 Parent mail/ text messaging please make sure we have your details 

 Newsletters look in book bags regularly 

 Our website www.tavistockinfants.co.uk 

 Our Home School Agreement  

 Helping out in school or on school trips. You will need a Disclosure and Barring Service 

(DBS) certificate. Please see Mrs Cox in the office. 

 By talking to each other Teachers are available Mondays and Tuesdays at 2.50 please book 

at the office 

I try very hard to make myself instantly available and am always out and about in the morning 

should you have a quick question or worry. It is even nice to just say hello and chat about the 

weather! 

http://www.tavistockinfants.co.uk/


 

 

 

SCHOOL DINNERS 

A hot school meal is still available free of charge for your children. Should you still wish to provide 

your child with a packed lunch please make the lunch as healthy as possible avoiding too many sweet 

treats. Please do not give your child nuts in their lunchbox as some children are severely 

allergic to them. Also, please remind your child not to share their lunch with others for the same 

reason. Can you also support us by encouraging your children to throw their crisp packets/yoghurt 

pots etc. into the bins and not drop them on the floor. 

SCHOOL MILK 

Milk is the most complete food available to us and a carton at break time can provide 50% of a 

child’s daily calcium requirements and provides many minerals and vitamins to aid growth of strong 

bones. It is free to children under 5 and is provided through the Cool Milk Company. Orders and 

money should be forwarded to them directly but we do have the forms in the school office. Milk 

will not be delivered for your child until payment has been received by the Cool Milk Company. 

SNACKS AND DRINKS 

There is no need to send any snacks as we are part of the free fruit and vegetable scheme which 

provides your child with a healthy snack at playtime.  Each child will be expected to eat the 

fruit/veg on offer unless you have informed us in writing that your child has an allergy or some 

other reason why some foods should be avoided. All children should bring a bottle of water to 

school every day and NO JUICE, SQUASH OR FIZZY DRINKS.  

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Parking 

Unfortunately our car park isn’t big enough to be used by parents to drop off and collect their 

children. We ask you to park around Broadacres or in nearby streets at the start and end of the 

day, remembering not to park on the zigzags, block the entrances to local residences or park in The 

Croft private car park. We have sadly had complaints from our neighbours in Broadacres that 

rubbish is being deliberately thrown from cars and left on the green. Please take your rubbish home 

as this sets a good example to your children. 

Playground Equipment 

As inviting as our playground equipment is, sadly it is only available for use during school hours. No 

children of school or pre-school age should be on the equipment before or after school as there 

isn’t a member of staff on duty. Please help us to keep your children safe. 

Scooters and Bikes 

We do have a bike rack that you can use for scooters and bikes but would just ask that children do 

not race around the playground before or after school. We cannot be responsible for items left in 

the bike rack. 

Medicines 

There are strict guidelines regarding medicines in school so please remember that we are not able 

to administer medicines such as antibiotics or Calpol. Parents/Carers are welcome to come in at 

lunchtimes to administer the medicine but please inform the school office first of all. For 

medicines that are prescribed every day you will also need to speak to the school office so that the 

correct protocols can be followed. 

SAFEGUARDING 

Start of the day 

We do not have staff on duty in the mornings so please do not leave any children unattended in the 

playground. We open the doors promptly at 8.45am and encourage the children to come into school 

on their own as there isn’t room in the corridors for 90 parents and children. Please do not come 

into school early unless you need to drop anything at the office as it is such a busy time for the 

office staff. It can be very difficult to hear if there are lots of people in the entrance hall. 

 



 

 

 

End of the day 

Children should be collected from their external classroom doors and any child who remains 

uncollected will be taken to the entrance hall where there will be a teacher on duty. Please wait for 

your child outside their classroom NOT in the entrance hall.  Please inform us if you are going to be 

late as it can be very distressing for children if they are not picked up on time. 

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 

Being a parent is one of the hardest jobs there is and sometimes we all need a bit of help to 

support us through relationship breakdowns, unemployment or concerns with our children. Kate 

Williams is our Parent Support Advisor and she can be contacted at any time on 01252 615065 

ext296 or 07908 369293 to offer advice regarding behaviour or attendance. In addition, 

Hampshire County Council also offers support through the Family Support Service. Should you 

require any extra information about any of these services please do not hesitate to contact me as I 

can help to make any referrals. 

 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS 

Thank you for raising a grand total of £774.10 for Cancer Research during our collections at the 

recent Christmas Plays.  I am sure this money will be put to good use. 

 

STAFFING 

Mrs Jamfrey, my Deputy and Hedgehog Class teacher, will be having repeat back surgery this 

month and will not be returning to school until after Easter. I am sure you will join me in wishing her 

a speedy recovery. We are very fortunate that Mrs Phillips and Mrs Sudron will be continuing as 

Hedgehog teachers until her return. I owe them a great deal of thanks because their commitment 

to providing continuity for the children means that I haven’t had to find lots of different supply 

teachers.  

Miss O’Hare will be returning after her maternity leave to Bumblebee class on the 13th February 

and will be job sharing with Mrs Brown. Miss O’Hare will be in class Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays with Mrs Brown teaching on Thursdays and Fridays. I am delighted to welcome Miss 

O’Hare back to Tavistock and equally delighted that I won’t be losing Mrs Brown who has done such 

a wonderful job. 

  

I look forward to working with you again this term so that we can all ‘Achieve Happily Together’. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Joanne O’Connor 

Head Teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


